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BRAKE MASTERS GROWS

Aaron J. Latham / Staff

Don Bourn has bought the rights to nine Brake Masters franchisesin lowa and Nebraska.
Brothers Don and David Bourn already have an Omaha location up and operating.

Tucson firm moves into Midwest

By Tiffany Kjos
ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Tucson real estate
developer and his
roMer are tapping into the
one-hour brake and automotive
service market.

Don Bourn, owner of Bourn
Properties Inc. and apartner in
Bourn Partners LL C and Pecific
Bridge Investments, has bought
exclusive area development
rights for nine Brake Masters
franchisesin lowaand in his
home state of Nebraska.

Bourn's brother David is the
operating partner and general
manager of the Nebraska/lowa
Area Development Program and
anew Brake Masters set to open
in Green Valley in the third
quarter of 2001. Helivesin
Lincoln, Neb.

Tucson-based Brake Masters
isowned by brothers Shalom and
Eric Laytin. The company has
nine Tucson service centers and

atotal of 70 locationsin
Arizona, Nebraska, New
Mexico, Texas, Nevada, and
California. About half are
company-owned and therest are
franchised.

Shalom Laytin said the
collaboration with the Bourns
movesthefirm closer toitsgoal
of having stores all over the
United States.

"It'sjust another step to being
more than aregional company,
more of anational company,"
Laytin said.

Bourn, who also has interests
in several arearestaurants and
a hotel, said the automotive
business is a good one because
itis countercyclical: If the
economy slows down, the
businessis likely to speed up.

"It probably could enhancethe
business because people would
drive their carslonger and have
their brakes done," Bourn said.

The Bourns opened their first
Brake Mastersin Omaha, Neb.,

Brake Masters in Omaha, Neb.,
in October. A second opened Fed.
1, and several more are ated to
open this year.

"Different opportunities arise,
and being in the business that
we'rein, we take advantage of
them,” Bourn said. "It'salso an
excuse to go home and visit my
family."

AsaUniversity of Arizona

student, David Bourn was a
customer of Brake Masters,
When the idea of buying the
franchise agreements came abot,
he moved to Tucson from
Nebraskato train at Brake
Masters for ayear and a half,
Don Bourn said.
Brake Masters, founded in 1985,
sold itsfirst area development in
1987 in Los Angeles, wherethere
are now 20 locations.
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